[Indications, techniques and results of laparoscopic surgery for diaphragmatic diseases].
Eleven patients with congenital, traumatic and functional extrahiatal diaphragmatic lesions are reported. Since 1991 two patients with acute, two patients with old ruptures of the diaphragm and one patient with a Morgagni-Larrey-hernia were successfully treated by laparoscopic direct suturing. In two other patients with Morgagni hernias we used a polypropylene mesh for closure of the defect. One procedure was performed in a patient with symptomatic congenital dysplasia of the diaphragm with aplasia of the pericard. Laparoscopic plication of the diaphragm was performed in three symptomatic patients with phrenic nerve palsy after cardiac surgery. The intra- and postoperative course was uneventful in all cases. During a median follow-up of 60 months there was no recurrence. Therefore the laparoscopic technique is an effective and attractive alternative for treatment of these diseases.